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Send out its rays into the darkness deep.

Here, too, 'twas night, and for the light I longed,

And therefore climbed I.
Hero.

Who was thy companion?

Who held the ladder, lent thee arm and aid?
Leander.

No ladder had I, nor had I man's help.

I placed my foot where loosely stones were joined,

And with my hand to ivy clung and creepers.

Thus came I here.
Hero.

And hadst thou slipped and fallen?
Leanden*

Then had I happy been.
Hero.

And had they seen thee?
Leander.

They saw not.
Hero.

Those who guard this sacred place

Are at this very moment keeping watch.

Unhappy man!   Hadst thou not been commanded,

Not begged by me, to turn thy footsteps home ?
Leander.

I was at home, but rest there I found none;

Then sought the sea I, and I swam across.
Hero.

How?   From Abydos' widely separated shore?

A distance that two oarsmen's strength might tax?
Leander.

Thou seest I did it.   And if I had died,

A prey to the first wave's advance had sunk,

Still had I been by so much nearer thee,

And died a sweeter death. I must plunge below.
